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                                                                                                                                  December 14, 2023 

   

  

    A regular meeting of the Council of the Borough of Trainer was held on the above date at the Trainer 

Municipal Building, 824 Main Street, Trainer, PA with Vice President John Mathews calling the meeting 

to order at 7:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND A MOMENT OF SILENCE 

   The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag and followed by a moment 

of silence.  

 

 

ROLLCALL 

 

PRESENT 

Mayor Marilyn Maher, Vice President John Mathews, Councilpersons, Joe Maher, Robin Rokicka, 

Tracey Tucker, John Gaspero, Michael Carter, Manager Mark Possenti, Engineer Mike Kozlowski, 

Solicitor Chris Boggs 

ABSENT 

 

MINUTES 

The minutes of the November Council meeting were motioned for approval by Councilperson Maher to 

accept and seconded by Councilperson Carter. No opposition. Motion carried. 

The minutes of the December 4th Special meeting were motioned for approval by Councilperson Maher to 

accept and seconded by Councilperson Carter. No opposition. Motion carried. 

 

  

CORRESPONDENCE  

     It was motioned by Councilperson Maher and seconded by Councilperson Rokicka that the 

correspondence for November be accepted and any necessary action taken. No opposition. Motion carried. 

Questions and comments from audience on correspondence: None 

Any matters that need Councilmanic action: None 

 

 

Vice President Mathews read a statement in regards to the conduct of any public comments. 

 

 

PUBLIC GENERAL AND AGENDA QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS: 

Agenda states a two-minute time limit for residents/taxpayers to speak. 

None 

 

 

MANAGER/FINANCE – Mark Possenti 

 - Called for a motion to award the cleaning service bids for the Municipal Complex to be cleaned twice 

a week. 3 bids were received: Freedom Cleaning, $1,000.00 a month – Clean-Net $1,290.00 a month 

and D&J Cleaning $1,300.00 a month. Recommend award to Freedom as the lowest bidder pending a 

criminal history background check. 

  -Called for a motion to adopt the 2024 General Budget. Budget is balanced and reflects the sale 

     of the Community center for income, the increase in trash services, employee raises, full-time police 

     officer, highway truck that is needed. 
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  - Called for a motion to adopt Resolution 23-1096 2024 Tax Levy which is required by Borough Code 

     and law. 

  -Called for a motion for Repository sale approval for 201 Irving and 0 12th. A buyer showed interest and 

needs approval letter from the Borough, the properties are ground and not big enough to build on. 

Recommendation is to deny and eventually the Borough will have the opportunity to purchase for 

$1.00. 

  -Called for a motion to approve the paid November expenses for General, Recreation and Liquid Fuels 

Funds in the amount of $1,127,487.26 which were provided for inspection. Expenses are filed in the 

Secretary’s office where they can be requested to view. 

- Called for a motion to approve the paid Payroll for the month of November in the amount of    

  $131,313.73 which was provided for inspection.  

-Called for a Motion to apply for Covid 19 ARPA Capital Multipurpose Community Facility 

       Projects Grant of 2 million dollars for a Community Center. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 

Marilyn Maher – Mayor 

Stated all is good with the police department. 

 

John Mathews – Municipal Services/ Public Safety 

Stated he is waiting to hear back from Higgins in regards to street lights on Township Line Rd. 

Asked for a motion to authorize the purchase of a new back-pack blower for public works. 

 

Joe Maher – Ordinance/Zoning- Recreation-Environmental 

Read the Code office report for November.  

Announced upcoming Christmas Rec events. 

 

Tracy Tucker – Public Outreach 

No report. Waiting on rep from gaming grant to give a presentation. 

 

John Gaspero – Buildings/Pantry 

Stated all is well with the food pantry and receiving a lot of donations. 

Asked for a motion Authorize purchase of LED strip lights for the Municipal Bldg. 

Asked for a motion Authorize purchase of new flag pole at Veteran’s Dr. 

 

Robin Rokicka – Community Relations/Newsletters 

Stated the newsletters for December went out. Had our Santa Secret Workshop for the kids with a good 

turn-out. 

 

Michael Carter – Fire/Property Maintenance 

Read monthly fire report for November.  

 

MONROE ENERGY 

Adam Gattuso thanked all for their patience during the turn-around project and expressed thanks to the 

Police Dept. for their help. 

 

 

TAX COLLECTOR 

Total tax and trash fees collected for the Month of November were $2,421.42 

-Called for a motion to approve a real estate tax deposit of $1,970.42 into the General Fund.  
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-Called for a motion to approve a trash fee deposit of $451.00 into the General Fund. 

 

 

ENGINEER 

Mike Kozlowski: Read monthly report (attached) 

Lead the CDBG public output discussion to plan for projects next year. The projects discussed and chosen 

are Price St. (13th to Township Line), Anderson St. (12th to 13th) and all Peco scheduled gas line project 

roads. There has been input and requests in the past from residents on Anderson St. in regards to curbs 

and sidewalks. 

 

-Called for a motion to authorize the application of the 2024 CDBG Grant.  

 

 

SOLICITOR 

Chris Boggs  

No report 

 

 

 

ORDINANCES 

• None 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

• A motion was made by Councilperson Maher to adopt Resolution 23-1096 Tax Levy and seconded by 

Councilperson Gaspero. No opposition. Motion carried. 

 

 

OTHER ACTION ITEMS 

• Motion made by Councilperson Maher to award the cleaning service bids for the Municipal Complex to 

Freedom Cleaning contingent upon a criminal background check and seconded by Councilperson 

Carter. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Gaspero to adopt the 2024 General Budget and seconded by 

Councilperson Carter. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Rokicka to deny the repository sale approval for 201 Irving and 0 12th 

and seconded by Councilperson Gaspero. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to authorize purchase of new back-pack blower for public works 

in the amount of $680.00 and seconded by Councilperson Gaspero. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to authorize purchase of LED strip lights for the Municipal Bldg. 

in the amount of $10,050.00 for phase one and $2,500.00 for phase two and seconded by Councilperson 

Tucker. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to authorize purchase of new flag pole at Veteran’s Dr. for the 

total cost of less than $500.00 and seconded by Councilperson Tucker. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to approve a real estate tax deposit of $1,970.42 and seconded 

by Councilperson Gaspero. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to approve a trash fee deposit of $451.00 and seconded by 

Councilperson Gaspero. No opposition. Motion carried. 
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AMENDED ACTION TO AGENDA 

• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to authorize to apply for Covid 19 ARPA Capital Multipurpose 

Community Facility Projects Grant and seconded by Councilperson Rokicka. No opposition. Motion 

carried. 

• Motion was made by Councilperson Carter to authorize the application of the 2024 CDBG Grant 

and seconded by Councilperson Maher. No opposition. Motion carried. 

 

 

NEW COUNCILMANIC BUSINESS 

   None 

 

 

*Guest Speaker – Representative Paul Johnson from De. Co. Interactive Gaming Revenue presented a 

check for $2,500 to the police department towards the cost of Police body cams through an applied grant. 

 

 

Vice President Mathews gave a statement in regards to the Borough’s agreement with the Fire Dept. and 

the negotiations between the 2 Borough’s in regard to the purchase of a fire truck.  

 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

Alfonse Brooks, MHTFD – Spoke in regards to the purchasing of a new fire truck and the agreement 

dated from 2006 with the Borough’s. Stated the appropriations from the Borough. Gave an account of the 

old truck’s maintenance costs and the need for a new truck. 

Jenn Frazier, 3rd St. – Spoke on the fire truck issue, wanting to come to an agreement. Stated she see both 

sides from the Fire Dept. and Council. 

Lorraine Daliessio, MH Borough- Spoke on behalf of the fire department needing a new truck. Asking the 

Industrial neighbors to assist. 

 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Vice President Mathews called for a motion to adjourn at 7:55pm; Councilperson Carter made the motion 

to adjourn. Councilperson Gaspero seconded the motion. No opposition. Motion carried. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Victoria Orlando  

Borough Secretary 
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ENGINEER REPORT 
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