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                                                                                                                                  March 14, 2024 

   

  

    A regular meeting of the Council of the Borough of Trainer was held on the above date at the Trainer 

Municipal Building, 824 Main Street, Trainer, PA with President John Gaspero calling the meeting to 

order at 7:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND A MOMENT OF SILENCE 

   The meeting was opened with the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag and followed by a moment 

of silence.  

 

ROLLCALL 

 

PRESENT 

Mayor Marilyn Maher, President John Gaspero, Vice President John Mathews, 

Councilpersons, Joe Maher (via phone), Robin Rokicka, Vickie Padgett, Michael Carter, Manager Mark 

Possenti, Engineer Mike Kozlowski, Solicitor Chris Boggs 

ABSENT 

Tracey Tucker 

 

Mayor Maher commenced the Swearing in of part-time officers Michael Adams, Joshua Greene and 

Ashby Shatteen-Brown. 

 

MINUTES 

The minutes of the February Council meeting were motioned for approval by Councilperson Carter to 

accept and seconded by Councilperson Mathews. No opposition. Motion carried. 

  

CORRESPONDENCE  

     It was motioned by Councilperson Mathews and seconded by Councilperson Carter that the 

correspondence for February be accepted and any necessary action taken. No opposition. Motion carried. 

Questions and comments from audience on correspondence: None 

Any matters that need Councilmanic action: None 

 

Rockefeller Group presented their project plan for the site at 200 Price St. and requested an extension 

letter from the Borough which is needed to comply with the County planning code of a 60-day timeline 

that cannot be met before the April Council meeting without approving the extension. 

• A motion was made by Councilperson Mathews to approve the time extension and seconded by 

Councilperson Carter. No opposition. Motion carried. 

 

PUBLIC GENERAL AND AGENDA QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS: 

Agenda states a two-minute time limit for residents/taxpayers to speak. 

None 

 

MANAGER/FINANCE – Mark Possenti 

Stated an Executive Session is needed after meeting to discuss a legal matter. 

-Called for a motion to approve the Federal Surplus application. The program consists of property no 

 longer wanted or needed by federal agencies and becomes available for donation to eligible nonprofit,  

 tax-exempt organizations at a nominal service charge to cover the costs of administering the program  

-Called for motion to approve the use of funds to send interested council, employees to this 

  year’s PSAB convention in Hershey  
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-Called for a motion to approve new life insurance policies for full-time employees. The current 

   policies cannot be reduced upon retirement to comply with collective bargaining agreement as 

   well as other issues regarding the writing language in the current policies. 

    -Called for a motion to approve the paid February expenses for General, Recreation and Liquid Fuels 

Funds in the amount of $346,394.80 which were provided for inspection. Expenses are filed in the 

Secretary’s office where they can be requested to view. 

   - Called for a motion to approve the paid Payroll for the month of February in the amount of    

  $111,759.62 which was provided for inspection.  

   -Asked Council to consider a motion to advertise for a change in the non-uniform benefits which would 

     allow the employees to leave with a reduced life insurance policy after 20 years of employment. 

   -Asked for a motion to advertise a bid proposal for the HVAC maintenance contract for the Complex  

      Bldg. 

   -Asked for a motion to approve an address change for 4401 Ridge Rd. they have 2 parcels. Congoleum 

      will stay 4401 Ridge and they want to add the new site with the address of 4001 Ridge Rd. 

   -Asked for a motion to appoint Possenti Consulting as the representative to the DCTCC (De. Co. Tax 

     Collectors Committee) as they already attend for other Municipalities. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 

Marilyn Maher – Mayor 

Stated she has 3 quotes for a fence in the rear of the building for the manager to review. 

 

John Gaspero – President 

Called for a motion to authorize the lighting for name on the building. The quote from Aerial Signs is 

$2,645.00. 

 

John Mathews – Municipal Services/ Public Safety 

Stated the new street signs are being installed. Public works are opening up the park for the season and 

have been working on clearing the creek near Trainer rocks. 

 

Joe Maher – Ordinance/Zoning- Environmental 

Present via phone, President Gaspero read the Code office report for February.  

 

Robin Rokicka – Buildings 

No report. 

 

Tracy Tucker – Public Outreach/Newsletters 

Was absent. Left a report in regards to EAC Officers as follows: President Rafael Hernandez – Vice 

President Bill Draper and Secretary Jeanette Weigand. 

 

Vickie Padgett – Recreation/Parks 

Announce upcoming Rec events.  

 

Michael Carter – Fire/Property Maintenance 

Read monthly fire report for February.  

 

 

 

MONROE ENERGY 

Matt McLaughlin stated that Monroe has adopted Post Rd. from Price to Green St. in Marcus Hook. They 

will have the road cleaned once a year. 
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TAX COLLECTOR 

Total tax and trash fees collected for the Month of February were $62,491.07 

-Called for a motion to approve a real estate tax deposit of $53,239.87 into the General Fund.  

-Called for a motion to approve a trash fee deposit of $9,251.20 into the General Fund. 

 

ENGINEER 

Mike Kozlowski: Read monthly report (attached) 

        -Called for a motion to authorize to re-submit WRPP grant application. (see details in report) 

       - 200 Price Street regarding Stantec’s letter of 1/24/2024 regarding comments per review of the 

           Preliminary/Final for April 2024 meeting. The following motions were called tonight. The details 

           for each are in the attach Engineer report.  

            - Land Development submission: Motion to grant waiver of the 4% grading in one small area of  

               the plan to Rockefeller @ 200 Price.  

-Zoning Ordinance Section 265-26(B) I-2 Industrial: No action is needed to grant waiver  

  regarding building set-backs, which Stantec agrees does not apply.  

            -Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance Section 817.C: Motion to grant waiver  

              regarding planting of trees at the road front. Developer will plant more through other areas of  

              the property. 

            -Stormwater Management Ordinance Section 311: Motion to grant waiver regarding   

 Riparian buffer width.  

-Price Street between 2nd Street and Front Street and Front Street in a non-issue in regards to 

the road, the entrance road will remain a private and maintained by the property owner. 

 

 

SOLICITOR 

Chris Boggs stated a motion is needed to adopt Resolution 24-1099 – Authorization of Borrowing Funds 

for fire truck. Marcus Hook Borough and Trainer Borough will be working together to secure a loan to 

fund the fire department truck(s). 

 

 

 

ORDINANCES 

• None 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

• A motion was made by Councilperson Carter to adopt Resolution 24-1099 Authorization of Borrowing 

Funds for fire truck not to exceed $1,000,000.00 and seconded by Councilperson Rokicka. 

Councilperson Maher opposed, wanting to have a new agreement in place before securing a loan. 

Motion carried. 

 

OTHER ACTION ITEMS 

• Motion made by Councilperson Mathews to approve the paid February expenses for General, 

Recreation and Liquid Fuels Funds in the amount of $346,394.80 and seconded by Councilperson 

Carter. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to approve the paid Payroll for the month of February in the 

amount of $111,759.62 and seconded by Councilperson Rokicka. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Mathews to approve the Federal Surplus application and seconded by 

Councilperson Carter. No opposition. Motion carried. 
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• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to approve the use of funds to send interested council, 

employees to this year’s PSAB convention in Hershey and seconded by Councilperson Rokicka. No 

opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Carter to approve new life insurance policies for full-time employees 

and seconded by Councilperson Mathews. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion was made by Councilperson Carter to approve a real estate tax deposit of $53,239.87 into the 

General Fund and seconded by Councilperson Mathews. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion was made by Councilperson Mathews to approve a trash fee deposit of $9,251.20 into the 

General Fund and seconded by Councilperson Carter. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion was made by Councilperson Mathews to grant waiver of the 4% grading in one small area of 

the plan to Rockefeller @ 200 Price and seconded by Councilperson Carter. No opposition. Motion 

carried. 

• Motion was made by Councilperson Carter to grant waiver regarding planting of trees at the road 

front to Rockefeller @ 200 Price. and seconded by Councilperson Rokicka. No opposition. Motion 

carried. 

• Motion was made by Councilperson Carter to grant waiver regarding Riparian buffer width and 

seconded by Councilperson Mathews. No opposition. Motion carried. 

• Motion made by Councilperson Maher authorizing payment to A to U for camera, dye test 12th St. sink 

holes tests in the amount of     $2,175.00 to investigate sink holes, pending the tv videos and reviews 

and seconded by Councilperson Carter. No opposition. Motion carried. 

 

AMENDED 

• A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILPERSON CARTER TO AUTHORIZE TO ADVERTISE 

  ORDINANCE AMENDEMENT BENEFITS NON-UNIFORM AND SECONDED BY  

  COUNCILPERSON MATHEWS. NO OPPOSITION. MOTION CARRIED. 

• A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILPERSON CARTER AUTHORIZE TO ADVERTISE BIDS 

  FOR COMPLEX HVAC MAINTENANCE CONTRACT AND SECONDED BY 

  COUNCILPERSON MATHEWS. NO OPPOSITION. MOTION CARRIED. 

• A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILPERSON MATHEWS APPROVAL OF 4401 RIDGE RD. 

  ADDITIONAL ADDRESS AND SECONDED BY COUNCILPERSON CARTER. NO 

  OPPOSITION. MOTION CARRIED. 

• A MOTION WAS MADE BY COUNCILPERSON CARTER APPOINTMENT OF POSSENTI  

  CONSULTING TO THE DCTCC AND SECONDED BY COUNCILPERSON MATHEWS. NO 

  OPPOSITION. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 

NEW COUNCILMANIC BUSINESS 

   None 

 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE 

 Chaplain Pastor Hackett - introduced himself to those who may not know him and offered his services to 

anyone in need. 

Chuck Miles, Ridge Rd. – Had a question for the tax collector in regards to his tax bill. Mentioned a 

computer class for seniors. 

Dan Smith, MHTFD – Introduced himself as the new fire department Chief and thanked for passing the 

motion to secure a loan for the purchase of a firetruck. 

Rafael Hernandez, Main St. – Had question about the tree planting in regards to the developer for 200 

Price. 
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Council entered executive session at 8:46pm.  

The regular Council meeting resumed at 8:57pm. After executive discussion, a motion was made to enter 

into a service agreement with Critter Control to remedy an issue with a home that was boarded up after 

being vacant. The animal inside the vacant property have caused a nuisance for the adjacent property. The 

property owner has been unreachable. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 President Gaspero called for a motion to adjourn at 9:00pm; Councilperson Mathews made the motion to 

adjourn. Councilperson Carter seconded the motion. No opposition. Motion carried. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Victoria Orlando  

Borough Secretary 
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ENGINEER REPORT 
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